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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dl:ilf Chairman Powell:

Working families and economioally disadvantaged households in Washington Heights
ad throughout New York depend upon low·priced telephone services. I 1l11der5tlUld that
tht: FCC is deciding whether to add now ~e!s fees on certain prepaid clllling card
services. I urge you not to increase the cost of these services, as doing so would surely
raise the price of staying in touch for hard-workin.g consumers.

)n the last severnl yean;, the Puerto Rican and Latino communitic.s in New York have
be~ the benoficiary of lower prices and new services from prepaid calling cards. Thest!
cards allow disadvantaged individuals to stay "connectt!d" in their communities, whether
it he to call their families, look for jobs, or schedule doctors appointments. Over one-half
of households earning less than 520,000 per year use calling cards on amontbly basis, as
do 70% ofAfrican-.~.merieanand 43% ofLatino households.

Pn:plli.d cards are particu1.arly important to De\\' Americans and th; immigrant
cOlnmunity. Witbout any credit history. such individuals may have no choice for
t"I':phone services outside of these prepaid calliDg cards_ Quite simply, imposing access
charges and fl:cs on pr-epaid calls would takt: money from tho people who use tbem and
tra.1Sfer it to large, Fortune SO local telephone companies, who would be the: largest
recipients of additional charges and fees.

1!];lve been working hard to bring economic development for women and minority
o'!'l'ned businesses in Washington Heigbu and all ofNcw York. and teleco:mmunications
to<IIs like prepaid calling card services play an import81lt role in the success of these
c:flints. Minority-owned small businesses can use pre-paid calling cards to control their
tcl~,:phone costs during tho crucial start-up ph.ase ofthcir busin.esses.
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1litrongly w-ge you to refrain from imposing additional access charges and. fees on
p,.:paid calling cards.
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AtlrianQ EspailJat
Member ofAuembly
Chair. Black and Puerto Rican and Hispanic Legislative Caucus
Chair. New York State Task Force on New Americans
72'\~ District
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Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Charles Schumer
S6I1ator Hillary Clinton


